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AND
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COMMENCEMENT OF THE KENYA @50 CELEBRATIONS.
13th December, 2013, Hilton Crystal City, Arlington,
Virginia, USA
Your Excellencies Ambassadors,
Heads of Missions,
Representatives of the United States Government,
Members of the Business Community,
Fellow Kenyans, Friends of Kenya,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
50 years ago, on 12th December 1963, Kenyans gathered at
the famous Uhuru Gardens in Nairobi to celebrate the
triumphant achievements of a prolonged struggle for selfdetermination and independence. That day marked the birth
of a new nation as Kenya joined the sphere of the
international community as a proud sovereign country.
Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish to thank you for accepting
our invitation to join us today to commemorate the 50th
Anniversary of that golden moment.
Dear Kenyans, Friends of Kenya,
Every year since 1963, Jamhuri Day has given us the
opportunity to pledge eternal remembrance, gratitude and
respect to all those who sacrificed their lives to make the
dream of self-determination a reality. We remember the
freedom fighters who gave up their lives to deliver this
cherished freedom, as well as the founding fathers of our
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nation; including our first President, Mzee Jomo Kenyatta,
who was imprisoned and detained for nine (9) years, yet
never lost the will, desire and determination to oversee the
young nation’s transition from oppression to freedom.
We have also traditionally used this occasion to remind
ourselves of the duty that all Kenyans have to defend the
freedom and sovereignty that our heroes secured at such
great cost.

Jamhuri Day reminds us of our collective

determination and commitment to make Kenya a prosperous,
peaceful and united Nation. We owe our liberation heroes
this much at the very least.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
From 1963, the Republic of Kenya has grown tremendously
fast to stake its claim as a proud member and contributor in
the League of Nations. We have overcome much to become a
modern, open, democratic nation, doing its best for its
citizens and its neighbors. Over the years, we have
strengthened our individual freedoms, constantly sought
to improve our systems of governance, and forged an
unshakeable consensus to use the resources of our land to
improve our livelihoods and living standards.
It has not always been easy. We have had occasion to learn
lessons – some of them incredibly painful. However, we are
happy that momentary shortcomings have only served to
raise our determination to better ourselves. As I stated
before, we are aware that, at very least, we owe
this

to

the

many

people

who

made

the

ultimate

sacrifice to award us the freedom we currently
enjoy. Indeed, our newly promulgated constitution is a
clear testament of the strides that Kenya has made to
secure individual liberties, democratic rule, and adherence
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to the fundamental principles of the universal human
rights declaration.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Kenya could not have made these advances without the
support and friendship of our international partners. We
cherish the peaceful coexistence and beneficial alliances
we have formed over these 50 years with our fellow East
African Community members - Burundi, Rwanda, Tanzania and
Uganda – who have always been there to celebrate our
achievements and to support us through difficult moments.
Our growing partnership with our brothers and sisters in
the rest of Africa also gives us great hope for the future.
We also treasure our friends from the rest of the world - in

Europe, Asia, Middle East and the Americas - who have
always given us the support and guidance that has enabled
us grow as a nation. We wish to let you know that 50-yearold Kenya recognizes and appreciates your goodwill,
friendship and support.
We are particularly proud of our relationship with
the United States of America, with whom we share
similar ideals of free market economics, democratic rule,
and respect for civil liberties. It is our sincere belief that,
even as we move forward towards the next 50 years, Kenya
and

the

United

States

shall

continue

to

enjoy

this

beneficial relationship.
It is significant, and deliberate, that this celebration
comes on the eve of the Third Kenya Diaspora Conference in
the United States. Over the years, many Kenyans have
chosen the United States as their preferred destination for
further studies, skills enrichment and career enhancement.
Many have found justifiable reason to remain in the United
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States and start new lives here. The members of the Kenyan
Diaspora in the US have been exemplary representatives of
their

country

and

have

staked

a

reputation

as

a

knowledgeable, hardworking, and trustworthy group of
people. As an Embassy, we are very proud of the Kenyan
Diaspora in the United States.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Fellow Kenyans, Friends of Kenya,
With those few remarks, it is my great joy to, once again,
welcome all of you to celebrate and rejoice with us, and to
reflect on the distance we have travelled together since
12th December 1963.

God Bless You
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